
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
A lot of adult shooters have been bringing Minnesota to attention 

at the National and International level.  I would like to mention 
a few shooters who are doing an outstanding job of representing 
Minnesota.  I hope I have not missed anyone.

Emily Quiner has won a place on the US Rifle National Development 
(international) team.  She will be representing the United States at 
the at the Rifle/Pistol World Cup matches in Changwon, South Korea 
- April 8 to 26, 2015.

Hats off to Matt Griffin for winning a place on the US Shooting 
Team (300 meter international) and representing our Country at the 
World Cup international matches in Spain last summer.  Elliot Zunich 
won the Grand Senior Master Class at the Berger SW Nationals this 
spring.  Morgen Dietrich and Erick Rhode are deeply involved with 
the US National Rifle Development Team (Palma) are looking to be 
top competitors.  

This winter has also been a very active air rifle and gallery 
smallbore season.  A lot of Juniors are off to the Junior Olympic 
Competitions, and other National Matches.  I am compiling a list of 
outstanding Juniors and hope to feature them all soon on mrra.org.

It has been a very busy winter for most MRRA members.  So 
busy that we have not received a lot for the spring newsletter.  We 
do have a nice article written by Anthony (Will) Lakey on high power 
shooting in Great Britain.  

Anthony has married a lovely lady from Wisconsin and has 
settled in Minneapolis.  She insists that Will attend matches this 
summer (yes – true)!  He has taken to “American High Power” and 
you should be seeing him at some matches this summer.

Bob Peasley has penned an article on High Power rules.  I 
hope this is one of several he will provide to help make us better 
competitors.  

Once again, it is the legislative season in Minnesota.  There is 
not a lot on the radar now but it is important that you keep up on 
the Legislature.

NRA-ILA website has information on pending State and Federal 
legislation.  It also provides information on how to contact your 
Congressional Representatives.  For the latest information keep 
checking: http://www.nraila.org/

It is important that you monitor your legislature and write, call 
or email them your opinion.  Remember you need to and speak up 
for our sport!

Contact Information for your Minnesota Representatives can 
be found at: http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/districtfinder.aspx and 
http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/

Best wishes and I hope all your shots are goods shots!
Regards, George Minerich
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Things I learned at Bisley.
By Antony (Will) Lakey formally of Great Britain.

Bisley is a range complex in Surrey to the south west of London 
(England). It is located on land owned by the Ministry of Defense and 
became the location of the UK’s NRA championships in 1890 when 
they relocated from Wimbledon Common. Below is a short extract 
from Wikipedia about the complex.

“The principal ranges used at Bisley today are as originally 
laid out in 1890 to accommodate modern full-bore rifle shooting. 
Century Range provides 108 points at distances up to 600 yards. 
Stickledown Range is the largest long range in the UK with 50 targets 
and firing points from 800 to 1200 yards. There is also the Short 
Siberia Range with points at 100 and 200 yards. There used to be 
a Long Siberia Range which was originally a 600 yard range. This is 
now used by Bisley Shooting Ground (a commercial sporting clay 
shooting organization) as a sporting clay Range. BSG also operate 
Cottesloe Heath, which lies in the danger area for Century Range 
and thus is subject to time limitations. The Running Deer Range 
(operated by the British Sporting Rifle Club) has facilities for moving 
targets at up to 100 meters.

Pistol shooting was also well accommodated with Melville, 
Cheylesmore and Winans ranges. The original Cheylesmore Range 
was opened for the 1948 Summer Olympics: recently relocated, 
it still facilitates 35 lanes at 25 metres. To cater for the increased 
popularity of pistol shooting, Melville Range, also offering 60 lanes 
for shooting at both 25 and 50 metres, was opened in 1983 and 
Winans, refurbished in 2013 as a miniature rifle range to comply with 
S11(4) Firearms Act 1968, was renamed from Gallery in 1993.

Clay pigeon shooting has taken place at Bisley since the early 
1920s. The facilities were greatly expanded to accommodate the 
2002 Commonwealth Games shooting, when the National Clay 
Shooting Centre was opened. The NCSC offers world class facilities 
for DTL, Skeet, ABT, Double Trap and Universal Trench.” (from the 
National Rifle Association of the United Kingdom Wikipedia page)
*There are places where carrying a rifle is unremarkable* 
I first went to Bisley when I was in the Air Training Corps (a cadet 
organization affiliated to the Royal Air Force). I was on my squadron’s 
shooting team and we were competing in a competition against units 
from all the cadet branches in the UK. It was a bit mad, lots of 14-19 
year old kids walking around with rifles. But then Bisley is like that, 
once you are inside the gates it is like a different country, lots of 
guns but not a second look. 
*Accuracy is relative (sometimes)*
We competed using the L98; a single shot, straight pull version 
of the British military issue L85 in 5.56x45mm with iron sights, 
so it wasn’t exactly a precision instrument. The first year we were 
there I came 143rd (highest placing in my team), which wasn’t bad 
considering there were a lot more than 143 people competing. 
*Muzzle blast is not your friend*
The competitions were shot on the Century range at distances from 
300-600yds using issued ammunition. When we weren’t shooting we 
were detailed to take score for another shooter from a different unit. 
On one such occasion I positioned myself too far forward on the 
firing point adjacent to the shooter I was scorekeeping for. I had 
retreated several feet long before the second shot. 
*Don’t touch the trigger till you mean it*
On another occasion I witnessed a cadet who had been about to take a 
shot, stop to adjust his sling and in the process (with his rifle pointed 
considerably above the back stop) accidentally (or negligently) loose 
a shot. His coach just told him to carry on with his next shot.
*Accuracy and adrenalin don’t mix*
One year my cadet team participated in a falling plate competition. 
Two teams started some distance from the firing point with an 
unloaded rifle and a loaded magazine in our pockets. When the 

whistle blew we ran down to the 200yd firing point and attempted to 
knock down a line of steel plates. The first team to knock down all 
their plates won. I don’t think we won. Our shots were going all over 
the place, quite a surprise for a group who considered themselves 
to be pretty good shots. The falling plate range is located beside 
Stickledown, the 1200yd range.
*Some rifles are less friendly than others*
Several times I went to Bisley with the cadets to do some target 
marking. On one occasion it was a vintage arms competition that 
included everything from smooth bore flintlocks to WWII Enfields. 
After marking targets for a while, myself and a few other cadets 
were given the opportunity to fire a round from a Lee Enfield Jungle 
Carbine. This was my first experience with a rifle firing anything 
more powerful than a .223 Rem, and the tender spot on my cheek 
afterwards made me very aware of that fact.
*Sometimes a good result depends upon more than just a 
clear sight picture* 
The last time I went to Bisley was with the Scottish Rifle Association 
for a training weekend with the Royal Air Force rifle team, and the 
Welsh national team. We had a few practice shoots on the Century 
ranges at 600yds along with some lectures. The next day we had a 
simulated competition on the Stickledown range at 900 & 1000yds. 
These team shoots are quite an exercise in coordination as there were 
four wind coaches. Each was responsible for two shooters at a time 
while being connected to a head coach by radio who keeps tabs on 
everything and passes successful wind calls on to the other coaches. 
I discovered afterwards that the radios had broken down and the 
head coach was sorry he didn’t know what windage my coach had me 
using. I don’t recall if we won.
*Because history*
Stickledown is a 1200yd range. The flagpoles are enormous and 
march down the range in parallel lines. I was told once that they were 
that high because in the days when they were shooting black powder 
rifles at that range, that was how high the bullets would climb to on 
their way to the target.
*Disregard etiquette, safety procedures, and retired Royal 
Navy officers at your peril*
It was determined early on that weekend that my windage zero was 
off by around 5 minutes, which necessitated a trip to the zero range. 
The zero range is a 25yd gallery range where with the use of specially 
calibrated targets a shooter can set approximate zeros for most 
distances. I was accompanied on this errand by a retired Royal Navy 
officer who I later learned had been a command officer aboard one 
of the British frigates sunk during the Falklands war. While we were 
getting my rifle zeroed my friend and I observed other users of the 
range zeroing a large number of rifles for a cadet rifle team. The 
etiquette on this range is to buy a zero card for each rifle being zeroed, 
but these people were setting multiple rifles with each card. When my 
friend saw a breach in safety protocol by these same shooters he 
decided enough was enough and proceeded without hesitation to 
chew them out and make them very aware of their errors. 
*Spare time and spare money is a shooters friend*
Every year there is an event held at Bisley called the Imperial Meeting. 
It is a series of competitions over about a week that culminates in 
the final for the Queens Prize. I have always wanted to compete at the 
Imperial meeting, but it is not a cheap event. The entry fee includes 
the cost of the issued ammunition that all competitors are required 
to use, and add the cost of accommodation for a week and time off 
work and you can see how it goes. It is by no means insurmountable, 
but until quite recently it felt that way to me. Despite this, and 
despite now living a not insignificant airfare away from Bisley, I live 
in hope of the day when spare time and spare money will take me to 
the Imperial. 

Editor’s comment: I took the liberty to translate English to American 
where appropriate. – George.



HP RULES
 – By Captain Bob Peasley

It seems there those among us who 
think Cap-sssssss-Bob is the go to guy 
for NRA High Power rule explanations, 
interpretations or clarifications.  There-
fore President Minerich has asked me to 
do a brief article on same.  So let’s dis-
cuss a situation and determine what, if 
any rule(s) have been violated.  All names 
have been changed to protect the guilty.

You are coaching a Palma team match 
with 4 shooters ranking among the best 
in the country.  The team has done well 
at 8 and 900 yards and you have only the 
1000 yard stage to go.  You decide that 
it would be appropriate to have the first 
shooter be the member you believe to 
have the best zeros.  His zeros have been 
rock solid at 8 and 900 yards which will 
be of great value when determining the 
wind corrections.  The shooter confirms 
he has 1000 yard elevation and wind ze-
ros on front & rear sights. During the 
preparation period you determine 7 min-
utes left wind will be required.  The prep 
period ends and when the targets come 
up you start the clock and turn his wind 
knob 2 full turns LEFT plus 4 clicks  for 
a 7 minute correction.  As you are watch-
ing mirage thru the team scope he/she 
fires the first of 2 sighting shots and he/
she calls it an X.  But the target does not 

go down.  After 10 seconds you call for a 
mark and the target goes down.  Mean-
time no one on either side has received 
an extra hit so you feel confident there 
was no cross fire.  The target comes up 
shortly with an orange value disk at left 
center and right center.  Being an experi-
enced coach you realize immediately this 
is the secret code for a withdrawn target.  
For you non shooters a withdrawn target 
means the puller pulled the target ac-
cidentally and simultaneously as a shot 
was fired.  Being an experienced coach 
you also immediately realize this was not 
a withdrawn target.  This is because you 
were watching mirage on the target when 
the shot was fired and the target did not 
go down until you called for a mark.  But 
the rules allow for another shot to be tak-
en on a withdrawn target whether it’s a 
sighting shot or record shot.

The score keeper shrugs his shoul-
ders much like the White House Press 
Secretary when asked a question he has 
no plausible answer for.  You immediately 
think the shot was most likely a miss and 
the pit puller placed the value markers in 
the center instead of the lower corners 
which would indicate a miss.  So you ad-
vise the scorekeeper you will take another 
sighting shot due to pit error, and he 
agrees this is correct. 

Meantime you huddle with the shoot-
er to confirm his/her 1000 yard zeros.  
The shooter changes to the bifocal glass-
es (this is a senior team) and checks the 
settings on the rear sight.  He/she signals 
for you to lean over close and whispers in 
your ear, “crap, I forgot to go back to zero 
after 900”, and you shot 900 with 6 min-
utes left.  So now you have 13 minutes 
on instead of 7.  OOOOPS! So you calmly 
turn the wind back to zero and have the 
shooter confirm.  You now put 7 minutes 
left on the rear sight, the shooter puts 
the shooting glasses back on and fires 
the first sighting shot for an X or the right 
side.  You are now in business and the 
shooter shoots a 149X9. Your team gets a 
silver medal and now it’s Miller time.

Now it’s time for you, the reader, to 
grab your rule book and see if you can 
find anything that indicates any rule(s) 
were broken by anybody in the above sce-
nario. After you make that determination 
you can email me bob757us@gmail.com 
with your answer(s). I’ll have a reply for 
you with the correct answers and rules (if 
any) that have been broken. GOOD LUCK! 
Bob Peasley
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4737 CO. HWY 101, # 114
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TO:

KEEP SHOOTING STRONG! PLEASE SUPPORT    

MRRA MEETING DATES

March 28, 2015 -  10:00 AM Board Meeting, 12:30 PM Membership Meeting, 
Stars & Strikes Entertainment Center, Wyoming, MN

 
June 13, 2015 - Board Meeting, Gopher Rifle & Revolver Club Range, Harris, MN
 
August 29, 2015 - Board Meeting, Minneapolis Rifle Club Range, St. Francis, MN
 
December 05, 2015 -  10:00 AM Board Meeting, 12:30 PM Membership Meeting, 

Stars & Strikes Entertainment Center, Wyoming, MN



 

This form available at www.mrra.org                   Rev May 2012 
MRRA reserves the right to reject any application. 

It’s time to renew your membership! 
 

Minnesota Rifle & Revolver Association (MRRA) 
Application For Regular Membership 

(Juniors use the Application for Juniors form at: mrra.org) 
 

[ ] New Application [ ] Renewal [ ] Change of Information 
 

 
______________________________________________ Minnesota Resident  Yes [ ]     No [ ]     
Last Name     First          Middle    
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Street Address     City            State    Zip Code  
        
Telephone _________________________  NRA Member # ________________________    
 
E-Mail ________________________________  Please send my newsletter by e-mail [    ] 
Sending newsletters by e-mail saves the MRRA printing & postage costs. I agree to notify the MRRA of  changes to my e-mail 
address. 
 
Please Check Areas Of Interest 
 

Hunting (Big game) [ ] Competition Competition Competition 
Hunting (Upland game) [ ] Rifle (Smallbore)  [ ] Pistol (Conventional)[ ] Cowboy Action [ ] 

Hunting (Waterfowl) [ ] Rifle (Highpower) [ ] Pistol (IDPA/USPSA) [ ] 3-Gun [ ] 
NRA Firearms Instructor [ ] Rifle (Long-range/Palma)  [ ] Pistol (International)[ ] BPCR [ ] 

NRA Firearms Coach [ ] Rifle (International) [ ] Trap [ ] Muzzleloading  [ ] 
DNR Instructor [ ] F-Class [ ] Skeet [ ] Silhouette [ ] 
Curios & Relics [ ]  Sporting Clays [ ] Air Rifle/Air Pistol [ ] 

I would like to join an MRRA Committee [ ] 
I would like more information about Legislative activities [ ] 
I would like more information about MRRA activities for Juniors [ ] 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
[ ]  1 Year $15.00 [ ]  5 Years $60.00 [ ]  Life Membership $350.00 
Memberships expire on December 31st. Memberships started late in the year will expire on Dec 31st of the following 
year.  
 
I authorize the MRRA to provide my contact information to MRRA affiliated clubs. I certify that I am not 
now, nor have I ever been a member of any organization which advocates the overthrow of the 
government of the United States by force or violence. I further certify that I have never been convicted of 
a felony, crime of violence or misdemeanor domestic violence, and that I am not otherwise prohibited 
from owning firearms. If accepted as a member of the Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Association, I 
pledge to practice good sportsmanship, support the MRRA, and uphold the Constitution of the United 
States and the Second Amendment. 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 

Mail Completed Form & Check to: 
Erik Rhode – MRRA Membership Secretary 

P.O. Box 143 
Farmington, MN 55024 


